Great Amazonian travelers

Some fish species in the genus Brachyplatystoma make the
longest freshwater migrations on Earth, reaching more
than 11,000 km round trip from the estuary to the Andean
piedmont and back. Four of these species are also of great
commercial importance in the Amazon, sustaining a
multimillion-dollar fishery across the basin.

Migratory fish:
jewels of nature

Large migratory catfish in the Amazon are capable of epic journeys of thousands of
kilometers. They are also species highly prized by humans in the region because of
their size and economic value. However, the future of these species is at risk because
of dams, deforestation, and overfishing. Conserving the aquatic ecosystems on which
they depend, as well as managing fisheries throughout the Basin will be crucial to
sustaining these fisheries and their status as cultural symbols in the Amazon.
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Shorter-distance
migratory species

These species make smaller migrations,
between 100 and 1,000 km, for reproductive
or feeding purposes. Like the large catfish
species, they are of great commercial
importance throughout the Basin
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can only be effectively and realistically addressed at
a regional scale, through integrated government
actions that monitor and assess fish populations, i
implement fisheries regulations, mitigate -
infrastructure impacts that affect fisheries, and
conserve the habitats that the fish depend on.
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