The global importance
of the Amazon waters

The Amazon is Earth’s largest freshwater system. Its waters are born in the Andes and
flow to the Atlantic in the form of rivers, oxbow lakes, wetlands, and as moisture in the

Climate

The water that flows through the Amazon Basin ends up in the
Atlantic Ocean. The Amazon supplies more water to the oceans
than any other river in the world. As this water evaporates, it
creates "flying rivers" - moisture that is transported through
the air - a key driver of regional and global climatic patterns.
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